94                              DELESSEPS
Viceroy received me with great affection, speaking
to me of his early days, of how I had sometimes taken
his part when his father was very severe upon him,
of the persecution to which he had been subjected
during the reign of Abbas Pasha, and, lastly, of his
desire to do what was right and make Egypt pros-
perous. ... When I returned to my pavilion at eleven
in the evening I found all my staff of servants drawn
up in the same order as before; and the chef showed
me a very luxuriantly laid-out table, decorated with
flowers, and with several covers laid. He said that
orders had been given for the table to be served in
the same way both morning and evening. I told him
that I should only avail myself of this in the morning,
and that I intended to go to my bedroom. Two
footmen came forward to help me mount the stair-
case, which was brilliantly illuminated. Just for once
I allowed them to do so, with all due gravity, as
became the friend of a sovereign, who ought^to
appear as if he was accustomed to receive similar
homage."
One can read in this naive record how his starved
'Soul was gratified by the provision made for him.
Once again he was someone, Ferdinand de Lesseps,
iriend of princes.
Each day he finds time to send long letters to
dhesnaie, and always they are to the same effect. The
"Viceroy and himself recline on a divan enjoying their
pipes and coffee. They talk of many things; but not
yet of the Suez Canal. The Viceroy sends him a fine
.Arab steed. He is to accompany the Viceroy and his
ttroops to Cairo.